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NOMAD
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Nomad was built by Edwin Bailey (of the well-known boatbuilding family) for Walter Taylor. She was likely built at Clyde Quay, where Bailey was based at the time, and transported to Petone for Taylor to fit out and launch in 1914. Taylor was a skilled amateur who already had at least one build behind him (another catboat type, Una). Nomad was one of the growing numbers of sailboats which carried an auxiliary engine at the time of her launch.
Nomad was a part of a fleet of Wellington’s adaptations to the New England catboat design. There was a small fleet at Heretaunga from around 1905 through to the late 1920s. The catboat hull design solved several problems for sailors of that part of the harbour, but the rig was a problem.
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There were no marina facilities at the time, and the long 
shallow beach makes fixed moorings an impractical option
for recreational sailing. A centreboard design meant that
the vessel could be drawn right up on the beach for ease of access.

Petone was at that time largely a working-class population, and centreboarders are cheaper to build than yachts with external lead ballast.

Nomad, like the majority of the catboat styles in Wellington, was actually rigged as a sloop. This increased the boats’ stability in a running or choppy sea common to Wellington, which causes stability trouble for the traditional cat rig. The sloop rig also helped point higher when on the wind. The wide hulls give them good initial stability when on the wind or a lead. The wide flat hull and small wetted surface area made them relatively fast off the wind, particularly with the centreboard raised.

Each of these characteristics meant that owners of 
moderate means could enjoy good fleet racing, 
as well as social fishing trips and picnics.

They could also cross the harbour to compete in the

racing and regattas held by the Port Nicholson Yacht Club and Te Ruru Yacht Club.
During the 1930s many of the surviving Wellington catboats were converted to launches or given external ballast. Their hull shape particularly lent themselves to conversion to motor sailers. This is what happened to Nomad later in life: She was converted to a yawl in 1929; a large cabin was added during the 1930s; and finally had her centreboard removed and replaced with a deadwood keel in 1947. This completed her transition to a motor sailer.
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Wellington Classic Yacht Trust restoration plan

The Trust proposes a non-invasive restoration in two phases:

1. Restore the original rig and cabin configuration.

This will be simple to accomplish. It will be a matter of perhaps 40 hours’ of volunteer labour. Most raw materials to complete the work are already in the Trust’s possession, with an estimated extra cost of $600. Mooring fees can be met by the Trust.
· The aft raised area of the cabin shall be removed, and the forward area of the cabin, which is original, extended back to the cockpit. Cockpit coaming will have to be refabricated

· A tiller added to complement the wheel currently in place.

· A suitable newly-built wooden mast is already in the Trust’s possession; the existing main mast can be converted to a boom, and the boom to the gaff yard. Second hand sails in the trust’s possession can be recut to suit in the short term.

The cost of wire for the rigging, fastenings, fittings, and paint can be paid for by Trust donations out of the figure above, or taken from its existing inventory.

2. Return the hull configuration to centreboarder.

This work will require about 40-60 volunteer hours. Once phase one above has been completed, there is no immediate rush to have this phase begin until we are ready.

Extra funding will be required to pay for hardstand fees while work is carried out. The additional deadwood added in the 1940s will have to be removed and will probably be able to be reshaped into a suitable shoe. The centreboard and case can be prefabricated and a final fit made while the boat is on the hard.

Allowing for curing times and availability of labour, the boat may have to remain on the hard for up to six weeks.
Total cost of vessel acquisition, transportation, restoration and mooring fees for the first year are estimated to be $6500.
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Nomad on her lauch day. Source: NZ Yachtsman 17 October 1914
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boat built by Mr. E. Bailey. Following
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Nomad’s first race results. Source: Evening Post 08 December 1914
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Taylor’s first catboat Una at Petone beach. Source: Alexander Turnbull Library
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Nomad as a motor sailer. Source: Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club collection.
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Nomad today.
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Nomad’s wheel, showing name and place launched (Petone) in the bronze rim.

The contemporary postcard above shows catboats at Petone. On the reverse is written “all owned by workshops men. Come and get one with me”. Source: Gavin Pascoe





Nomad before 1929. Source: Alexander Turnbull Library








