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Lizzigforeground)and Nanettereach for the finish during final race of the RPNYC Moore Wilsons Classic Winter Series
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About the Wellington Classic Yacht Trust

WCYT was set up in 2010 in response to the situation dfittre which had sunk at her moorings in
Aucklanddue to neglectlLizziegs a 22foot sloop built by Ted Bailey at Balaena Bay. Launched in
February 1909, she is the oldest surviving Wellindtaiit racing yacht. WCYT focuses on the rescue
of vessels with a significant association with the Wellingtayiare which are at risk of destruction,
and works to ensure their continued useful life.

The trust also researches and publishes on the history of the sport of yachting in the region.

Our burgee was designed by Philllparkin. The colours are cream, brown and orange; representing
the timber our vessels are made of, the sails which drive them, and the fastenings which hold them
all together.

From the editor
Welcome to the first issue of the Journal of the Wellington §ita¥acht Trustt is planned thatdur
issues be published per year, in electronic format only.

The purpose of the journal is to act as a document of record of the activities of the Thisfirst
issue is an experiment in form and content. | hoperéhis something of interest to all readers.

We welcome contributions from our readers, as well as suggestions and corrections!

Gavin Pascoe

From the chairman
Thisfirst issue of our journal provides an opportunity to look back, take stock, and reflesdron
achievenents and highlights dhe ¢ NXzfirsi fQut years.

Ouir first task was to rescue and restdrigzie andwe achievedhat remarkably quickly and
economically. Within three yeatszzievas transformed from a stripped down hull to a reguiace
entrant and winneywith 201314 Simmer and 2014 Winter Classic Series handicap.wins

No sooner was Lizzie back in the water tidalantawas kindly donated to us by Julian Matsamd
transported from Dunedin t&Vellington courtesy of Meric and Heher Davies About six weeks of
intense weekend work carrieout by volunteersat the Evans Bay hard stand saw her hull splined,
re-caulked, painted and returned to the water. Waskgetting underway on her deck and house.

Alongside theséarger projets we have restored and occasionally raced the-Alleng,Mystery, and
have taken on a classic launch and lapstrake dinghy.

Our nautical real estate is gradually growing, with two Clyde Quay moorings and a dinghy locker, and
we are getting closer to acqing a boat shed.

Of course these growing commitmerdall fora growth in income We are pursuing a number of
strategies to achieve that, and this journal and its associated Supporter Membership drive is one of
GK2aSo 2§ K2 LIS @& adigippdrt thé wosk dfeour Tiréshbi suBseridiangy - £ |

Peter King



WCYT Fleet update

Work on the boats has appeared to have been a bit sidatety. However, looking back, we have
accomplished much.

Atalanta

Sincethe initial rushlast yearof gettingAttie into a position where she can sit at her mooring, we
are in planning and gathering materials mo&#e is moored at number one, Clyde Quay (in the
corner near the new apartmertevelopmenj.

25Q@S 0SSy Ay O2y@SNHEI GA2Yy @olgkal cenddpo®sd | 41 S6 | 02d
configuration Bru@ has taken her lines and drawp the specs for centreboard, along with a
suggested sail plan

As in all restorations, one thing depends on another, and we are developing ideas and plans to cover
contingenciesasthe first stage of work begins.

In September work began on her samson pasd

we lofted out her sterncounteri 62y Qi 0SS f 2y
before we have a bowsprit in placend with the

counter attached, the full grace of her hull will be

restored. As with all boats, the head bone is

connected to the foot bone, so we will be looking

into the stemhead, deck, reshaping the toerail, and

planning her cabiig more or less at thsame time

Richard Holmes has donated some nice pieces of
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Milan and Ben Worki,ng on the samson post tenon ~ New Zealandkauri (delivered from the South Island

by Denis Maddever on boaidanette), and the
RPNY @as also provided enough to rebuild her countéfe also have stockpiled a large amount of
doudas fir, sourced by Peter Askew.

Weare always on the lookout for and stockpiling raw materials such as fastenings, glues and timber.
We will need a lot of Oregon/douglas fir, NZ kauri, Australian hardwoods, pohutukaavieak, but

will accept just about anything, including ply of any grade, for lofting and patternmaking purposes.
Every little bit helps!

Rowboat
hdzNJ ¢AGFKA . & o02F0 Aa aid2NBR Ay DIF@AyQa 3L NI 3IS
stripped kack by DorMacDonaldandisready for some planking repair to commence.



Lizzie

Lizziehas proved a real joy to saiince her relauncin 2013 Over last summer Davi®eter and
Gavinworkedon interior panelling, toe rail caps and sundry other thingse®dtrecent haulout

which saw her repainted and faired, a leak attended to, and bits and pieces of rigging work, she is
getting more and more interesting, and enjoyable to afith funding supplied by the Wellington
Community Trustl.izzienow has a newnainsail and jib. These were made by Seaview sails inrJune
they threw in a very nice mainsail cover gratis.

Lizziehas also won for herself $1000 worth of work by Bud Nafdee article on th&@PNYC Classics
Winter series)so she is looking better arbtter!

Mystery

Mysteryis stored at Clyde Quay and available for members ta;sad have been invited to the Idle
Along Nationals in November this year. We went several years ago and came away with second
placeg it would be nice to be able to repeatis performance, but before we do, we need to find a
trailer ¢ can anyone help?

Mahoe
Mahoeremains in a holding pattern. She has recently had a cover put on her. We plan to have
another blitz day on her soaqit will be announced on our facebook page.

Other Activities

DI gAY Kl & YIRS (G662 Y2RSTt BonabBelladt théSNatiogaR iddy shogNy 6 dzf f C
We approached them thinking they would appreciate something made locally with a direct link to

the founder of the libraryand proceeds to@to the WCY.ITOne made of NZ kauri, Kahikitea and

Douglas fir has just sold, and is going to be used as a trophy presented to a staff member of the

Library. The other remains on sale for $2B0TOP PRE&8ese have now sold. More coming]




RPNYC Arale

The RPNY@an to put the Coene sheds to better use
by expanding the Ocean Sports Centre. Tigans
moving the archive. We approached the Alexander
Turnbull Library to assess the collection with a view t
taking it into their care. An initialssessmat will take
place in Novembewith Commodore Geoff Herd, Field
Librarian Diane Woods and WCYT trustee and Natio
Library staff member Gavin Pascoe.

The archive dates back to the very beginnings of the
club and contains unique material relagj to the sprt
and pastime of gchting in the region. The image at
right shows one of the oldest items in the collection,
rule book of the Wellington Regatta Club, from whic
GKS wtb,/ ¢l a 7Teopxmswd L i

As Alexander Turnbull was an active member from
18921906, holding various offices, including
Commodore (1899.901), the Library which bears his
name is very interested in looking after the collection
to ensure continued care and accdesany researchets

C2NJ GKS LIl ail ¥S¢ YzyiKa 6SQ¢
in a small wayvith the production of a

Documentary on the 1951 Wellington to Lyttelton
raceDisaster.It will be part of the Dscentfrom

disaster series and screen nexaye

¢NHzZAGSS aAfly az23aAiyQa ak
azy(i32YSNRQa AYyGSNBASSE ¢
participation in the race.

Detailed restoration and conservation plapisour vessels
areon our website in the WCYT Documentation sectiol
WWW.wcyt.org.nz




Meet the Trustees

Therearel G LINB&ASY(d yAyS GNUzZAGSSE 2F GKS 2S8StftAay3aidzy

out to write a bit abouthemselvesFirst up is the redoubtablBen Amor.

I've been sailing since | was about 8, one way and
the other. | boughfTracer a Raven 26, in about
2009, as the old boy who taught me my
seamanship always said that glass boats require
less maintenance and allow you to go sailing
rather than béng a boatbuilder. This, as it turns
out, was wholly inaccurate, and | spent the first
season of owning Tracer replacing most of the
deck.

Then the mast fell down.

| fell in with the WCYT pretty early in the piece, donating some money to assuage mggoasci
because | was too busy working on my own boat to volunteer any labour. Also, I'd never worked on a
wooden hull. Then | felt guilty and fixed up Lizzie's rudder. Then | did a bit of rivetting. Then | did a
oAl 2F alyRAy3I® ¢KSYy ¢S ftFAR (G4KS RSO{X

Four years on, and I've won two championship series lithie sailedMysteryin the nationals,

stopped talking to Gavin for a week after he boulytahoe, built a boom from scratch, sailed Cook
Strait on a couple of 100+ year old boats, and spent mamne &round, in, and under the waters of
Clyde Quay than | can count. From never having worked on a wooden hull I've gone to having a
distinct order of preference among my collection of planes and drawknives and opinions on douglas
T A NX

Tracemow needs thaest of her deck replacing.

Become a member of the Wellington Classic Yacht Trust and know you are
something to keep our rich sporting history alive.

$30 per annum
Payment details

BankBNZ

Account naméNellington Classic Yacht Trust
Account numbef2-0536:0138286000
Emailwgtnclassic@gmail.coio notify us of payment

/
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Xarifa
2 StfAy3IG2yQa ydzYoSNI 2yS &l OKI by Gavin Pascoe

Xarifa at her moorings at Thorndon (Thetis behiPddate unknown

Launched1 August 1874Xarifawas the first "proper" yacht to be built in Wellingteimer purpose
nothing other than the recreation aficingand cruising. She was buit Clyde Qualpy Henry Berg,
a Norwegian boatbuilder who made his home variously in Nelson, The Marlborougldssand
Wellington.During the mid1870s he was particularly busy in Wellington.

The build took 14 weeks.

She was also reputedly the first Wegliion build to carry all of her design ballast under her keel, as
opposed tothe usualcentreboard/moveable ballast combinatiam a boat this size

There were no yacht clubs at this tirmeWellington so keyond the annual regattapyn by a

committee conveed each yearthere was not a great deal of organised sailboat radReres would
take the form of a public challenge and proposed stakes published in the Evening Post newspaper,
followed by a response. These races were generally administered by thitaregemmittee.

N b / : Xarifa under her first owner (G. Firmin)
campaigned in the inteprovincial regattas in
Wellington and Lyttelton, the Anniversary
regattas of both portsand cruisedaround the
Marlborough sounds

The first of her challege racedook place in
Februay 1875 against theGaribaldj also built
by Berg in 1874Garibati was a centreboarder
built as &ishing boat; judging by the name, for

Xarifa departing for Lyttelton 1880. Rob Roy canoe in some ltalians working out déland Bay.
foreground

Each party put up a stake of pOunds, though
a book worth£200 in stakesvas soon runningTheXarifg skippered by ancelotHolmes Port
b A OK 2 ¢hi@fpil6came out clear winner, when ti@aribaldioverstrained her garboards and
filled with water.! NB Yl §OK ¢l a KSfRZ (K2dza3K GKS NBadz

R2 ¢



Lancelot Holmes ca 1883
and 80s
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Though not unbeatablejnder the ownership of th&. W Mills Xarifadominated racingn the

regionduring the 1870sThis came to an end whérhetis built by Charles Bailey &rAucklandn
1879 and thdsca a Dixon Kemp desigwuilt by Jak Chalmers at Clyde Quay in 1888me on to
the sceneThenceforth came some good close racing.

Thetishadwon the first clasgace in the Aucldnd anniversary regatta in 188th@tly thereafter she
wassold toEdwin CharleBatkin(a tobacco importerand partnersof Wellington. Shetruggled a
little at first, but a reduced rig and ligdr internal ballast improved her performance in Wellington
conditions. Théscaalso had teething troubles. A great disappointment to Nedsonowner after
being humiliated by the neh smallePetin a challenge raceshe lay idle untishe was purchased in
1884 by Robert Scottan engineer who applied himself to the science of boat performance and
design as a hobhwho male some significant alterationScottlater designed the weknown 5
rater Kia Oraand the short endekVylo- later owned by L. V. Martin.

al AGSNI oGl OGAGAL

By the early 1880s the Wellington Regatta Committee found itself officiating challenge races on a
increasinglyegular basis. It was decided that a yacht club be formed to organise and develop the
sport. This was the Port Nicholson Yacht Cllie GovernoGeneral William Jervios consented to
be Commodore, and retained that post until he lgétvernmentoffice in1888.
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Xarifaalso holds the honour
of being the first boat to be
registered wih the Port
Nicholson Yacht Club, and
she had good racingntil
1891, whenyoungMills
moved to the West Coast
He would be Commodore of
the Port Nicholson Yacht
Club(19031905), and own
Rainbow, thenlorangi both
Logan cracks.

From the first rule book of the Port Nicholso

Yacht Club 1883


http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-i5nK4JHpFoU/VBaR3O-l7SI/AAAAAAAAAy8/7_HcWPwvKU0/s1600/Club+rules.jpg

1891was the final year foKarifg Isca Thetisand their ilk as the new rating rule vgaintroduced
this year. ew designg based on sail areana penalising waterline lengttad which gave rise to
0KS NHzZt S OKS | dsdogiaied with fortg @verhadgs)elledtiely end.

Xarifa, with her sensible rig, gets a nice lift and climbs to weatheragpicturesque, butnefficiently riggedThetis ca.
1880

Xarifawaseventuallysold as a
cruiser to a Blenheim ownéan 1894
and she continued to be cruised and
chartered in the Marlborough
Sounds through the decad@ne

night in June 1900, while in charter
to a group of surveyors, she slipped
her anchor and disappeared without
trace.

Xarifa at Nelson in 1892

E. W. Mills became Commodore of the Port Nicholson Yacht club-(@#E)Hewas an
importer of iron and related goods based in Wellington. His son did most of the helming of

Xarifa
Xarifa
Builder  Henry Berg
Year 1874
[ h! nmQ H
.SIY MNQ dé
¢c2yyl3as 6. dzA f RSNA Q
Year lost 1900

E. W. Mills



RPNYC Classic winter series

A competitor gives his perspective on the recent series

Almost a dozen classics registered to share
the start line with the boats from the
two-handed PHRF series, before each would
head off on their respective courses. The
classics ranged from the 1895 Bailey,
Thelma to the 1958 WoolacotReremaiin
total, over 1000 years of vintage New
Zealand craft, plying the harbour on five
alternate Saturdy mornings from midlune.

Apprehensions of bleak Wellington winter

weekend mornings were dashed by a
Loloma(foreground)and Thelma cross the start line race 1 succession of zephyike conditions, in

GKAOK GKS FtSSG dGdSadsSR
sailing skills and equipment over occasionally shortened coufselse fair, only the Saturdays were
so blessed (or cursed); the Sunday fully crewed division regularly saw winds the classics could not
have endured, and there was plenty of rain, wind, snow, and hail in the interstices between race
days.

Theim@ a O Ny fountdhe trip up from Evans Bay to the Inner Harbour startline each day an
unattractive alternative to a sleem: she twice arrived behind the line after the starting gun, and
missed the earlier start of the penultimate race entirely (although #w buffets of a challenging
southerly may also have played a part). Throughout the sé@itiemamarked herself as the fastest
of the gaftrigged ships, and decently challenged more modern boats.

The rakishGalateg apparentlyblissfully unaware of all delopments regularlymissed course

changes anghostponementsin race 3she got caught in an awful hole by the container terminal, out
of sight of the race officials. By the time she got out she decided to return to her moorings, with the
happy but briefresult of being awarded line honouid-his of course gave rise to debate board
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