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—By Yacht to Durvill
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AN EASTER CRUISE

There was no
producing swell now; as the
dawning light grew brighter,
steep, white-crested seas were
revealed to our gaze. Discomfort
had taken place, where once com-
fort and serenity had prevailed.
About us waters surged and
spray swept over our little craft,

regular sleep-

drenching us to the skin, Tt is
amusing how the conflict  be-
tween vacht and elements re-
muinds one of life. There are
times when life is fair sailing,

then in a short space of time,
trouble! We all experience 1t
and just as the yacht was made
to fight her way to Whareatea
by the will of our skipper, so are
we made to fight ours, ever on-
ward and upward, by the will of
the Great Master.

All nature rebelled at our in-
trusion that morning as we near=
ed the shores of Durville Island.
The seas became less vicious, but
squalls of great force came
sweeping down the steep slopes
to lay the yacht flatly on the
water, and time and time again
our portholes were awash, as we
fought our way into the bay. Our
determination to make anchorage
in Whareatea was equal to that
of Nature’s in trying to keep us
out.  Slowly, but surely, we
gained ground by taking advan-
tage of lulls between squalls. At
{ast I received orders to clear the
anchor line. Tow uncomfortable
it was in the confined space for-
ward of the yacht, trying to shift
a2 sack of onions that had been
stowed on top of the anchor,
while the yacht lay out at an
alarming angle.

At last all was ready, the an-
chor and chain was arranged on
deck. Nature now played her
last card before finally submit-
ting to our intrusion. Our fore-
hateh was open; down from the
hill came a squall greater in force
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than ever. The yacht heeled over;
water, green and cold, cascaded
down the hatch for fully half a
minute. 1t swirled the entire
length of the bunk on the lee
side, soaking cushions, blankets
and clofhing in its mad course
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MEMORIAL 70 SAMUEL PLIMSOLL

£RECTED BY NATIONAL BNION
0F SEAMEN

“Eyrected by the members of
the National Union of Sea-
men in grateful recognition
of his services to the men
of the sea of all nations.”
So reads the memorial tablet on
the memorial to Samuel Plimsoll,
on the Victoria Embankment,
London. But the greatest monu-
ment is to be found on every ship
throughout the world—the com-
pulsory “Load Line Mark” on
every vessel over eighty tons
(with very few exceptions).
Sam, like the founder of the
world - famous Marine Society,
was not a sailor, but an ordinary
civilian, and he experienced many
knock-backs when he first be-~
came interested in the well-being
of our mercantile marine. When
the Plimsoll Line was first intro-
duced, one captain put it on the
funnel of his vessel to show his
contempt. However, the fact re-
mains that he is remembered to-
day as a man “not of the sea,”
but one who did much for those
“Who go down to the sea in
ships.”
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My pulse auickened,
hut any fears I entertained were
cut short by the sound of the
anchor chain running out, which
proved both comforting and re-
assuring.  When 1 eventually
made an dppearance on deck, the
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vacht  was anchored  within
twenty feet of the beach.

After everything had been put
in ship-shape order 1 took time
to survey the shore. Above us,
peeping through the trees, was
the residence of a retired Indian
Army officer. How peaceiul this
house appeared among the palms
and trees; the setting was more
tropical than sub-tropical. It
Alled one with a desire to set foot
ashore; the desire becoming
more intense cach minute, filled
one with a longing to view from
the hilltop the panorama, and try
to mentally trace the course we
had followed. Other members of
our party had unlashed and
launched fthe dinghy, and all soak-
ing clothes, cushions and blan-
ets were tossed in to be taken
ashore and dried. Everyone was
as keen to go ashore as I was.
Those who had made the trip be-
fore expected to meet the owner
of the cottage, but unfortunately
this meeting was denied them, as
he had taken advantage of the
Easter holidays to make a trip to
Nelson.

After landing on the beach and
completing our morning ablu-
tions, we set off on a tour of the
Island, starting from the beach,
and including the residence and
fowl-runs—~hnally resting on @
knoll directly above the vegetable
garden. From here we enjoyec
the panorama [ was surc would
he afforded us. The wind had
eased somewhat in forve. Great
white clouds were drifting lazily
across the sky; below us was the
sea, so clear omne could see the
seaweed and rocks on the bot-
tom. | had enjoyed the rest and
became anxious to visit the vege-
table garden.  Not that I was
interested in vegetables other than
4s a means of sustaining the in-
ner man, still 1 wanted to see
what was there. This proved @
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profitable visitation, because we
found peas, beans, a plentiful sup-
ply of rhubarb, and some leeks.
Such a sight reminded us it was
time for lunch, and even though
some might call it “plunder,” we
did help ourselves to a generous
supply which we took back to
the vacht. A senior member took
the responsible duties of chief
cook, and I was unanimously
elected as “spud-barber” and gal-
lev-hand.

Now culinary art is a verv diffi-
cult thing to master in the con-
fined space of a vacht. Firstly
one has trouble with the petrol
stove, which invariably develops
a blockage when it is needed.
The preparation of vegetables on
a vachts’” deck is an entirely dif-
ferent problem to that presented
to the housewife. But the most
trving task is that of arranging
three billies on a stove meant to
hold onlv two. However, these
problems, difficult as they appear,
were overcome by our chef, who
was endowed with the valuable
characteristic termed “ingenuity”
so essential to those who indulge
in holidavs of this nature. Those
ashore showed remarkable speed
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PROPELLERS

The “Machined Pitch” feature of Michigan

Propellers provides these advantages::

at the sound of the dinner bell.
The trouble we had to produce
that three course meal of soup,
cold mutton and vegetables from
the garden, with stewed rhubarb
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NEW WORLD MODEL BOAT SPEED RECORD

Performance in Australia

A model hydroplane in Austra-
lia, fitted with a flash steam
power plant, has set up a new
world record of 49.286 m.p.h. for
this type of craft. The boat was
run over a circut of 202.4 ft. in
circumference.

The 32ft. ketch Idle Hour,
owned by Mr. Dwight Long, ar-
rived at Ramsgate, England, after
sailing 30,000 miles in the course
of a round-the-world cruise. The
Idle Hour left Seattle in 1934 and
visited Auckland towards the end
July of 1935,
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and cream to follow, was justi-
fied by the amount of praise
poured forth by our diners. They
hadn’t tasted or enjoyed any bet-
ter even at home, which just
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The First Totally |
Different Outboard
Motor in Years
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proves how capable mere man is
in a case of necessity. This capa-
bility seems to diminish when we
arrive back in civilisation. | sup-
pose it is because we know there
is a mother or wife on hand to
do it all for us. This always
strikes me as a peculiar trait in
human nature.  Simple menial
tasks at home hold no glamour
for us; but on a cruise we derive
no mean satisfaction in execu-
ting them.

As the cruise was to last only
for a weelk, and we were desirous.
of seeing as much as possible in
that short period, it was decided
to sail for French Pass as soon
as possible. It was therefore with
haste that dishes were
washed and clothes, which were
now dry, were brought back on
board. At two-thirty our anchor
broke bottom at Whareatea, and
it was with mingled feelings of
contentment and expectancy that
we bade farewell to that little
bay. As we rounded the point,

the bay and its environs were
slowly lost to view, and we were
time

under way again, this
headed for French Pass.

Perfectly Accurate Pitch
Periect Balance

Greater Efficiency
YOUR ENGINE WILL EVEN RUN SMOOTHER

Full details and free expert advice
regarding your propeller problems
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(Air-Cooled)
Built by Bendix

Fully enclosed, fully streamlined. No water |
pump or water jacketing to clog or corrode.

Better than two husky horsepower, and weighs
only 27% lbs.
This cgency may be available in your territory.

Write for details. |
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{Power Boat Division’
Lorne and Rutlang Streais,
AUCKLARD




